Introduction
The formation of antibodies to red blood cells is usually due either to previous blood transfusions or to pregnancy. Chase and Crealock, 1958; Lusher, Zuelzer and Parsons, 1966; Drachmann and Brogaard Hansen, 1969; Davie, Smith and Dyball, 1972) . All cases had IgG antibodies. Clinical disease was variable. Two patients had mild haemolysis not requiring treatment, and 3 were severe with one intra-uterine death. Anti-s has also been reported in pregnancy without causing haemolytic disease of the newborn (O'Riordan and Cann, 1959) . This antibody was later found to be IgM.
The present patient was therefore interesting, inso-far as an IgG anti-s antibody was present which did not produce any clinical evidence of haemolysis.
The reason why occasional patients do not destroy antibody coated red cells is not known. It is possible that either a defect in reticulo-endothelial clearance is present or that the antibody responsible may not be recognized by tissue-bound macrophages.
antibody without haemolysis. 
